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An Economic Study of the Demand Determinants for Egyptian Pomegranate
Exports in the most Important Import Markets

Amal K. E. Ramadan®
Agricultural Economics Research Institute, Agricultural Research Center, Egypt

ABSTRACT

The pomegranate crop is considered one of the most promising agricultural export horticultural crops in Egypt, The research aimed
to identifying the production and export situation and some indicators of competitiveness furthermore, identifying the demand determinants
for the pomegranate crop in the most important import markets. The results of the study indicated that the total area and the fruits took a
general increasing trend of the average during the study period, but productivity took insignificant declining trend, while the annual increase
in total production amounted about 21.4% of the average. As for the quantity and value of pomegranate exports during the study period took
an increasing trend. however, it was found that the average export price per ton of pomegranate crop took insignificant decreasing trend.
noticed that the price was more volatile during the study period. The markets of Irag, Saudi Arabia and Kuwait accounted for 71.6% of the
average total exported quantity of pomegranates during the average period (2015-2019), The study indicated that Egypt has an apparent
comparative advantage and specialization in Foreign markets, during the study period. It also enjoys a comparative price advantage in
relation to its competing countries in the Saudi, Kuwaiti, Russian and Emirati markets, It was also found that the highest penetration rate was
in the Kuwaiti and Saudi markets, with about 0.51 and 0.31 as the average for the study period, respectively. By estimating the price
elasticity through the direct demand model, it was found that the decrease in the average import price of the crop by 1% leads to an increase
in the total amount of imports by about 34%, 64%, and 62% in the Kuwaiti, Russian and Emirati markets, respectively, during the study
period. In addition, The results of the substitution model showed that the elasticity of Egyptian pomegranate exports in each of the study
markets is an inelastic demand, which means that when the ratio between the average price of importing Egyptian pomegranates and the
average price of importing pomegranates for other competing countries is 1%, this leads to substitution Imports of Egyptian pomegranate at
the expense of pomegranate imports from competing countries by less than the correct one. So the study recommends the following-
Increasing the areas of pomegranates for the purpose of export and not exporting the surplus, by attention to quality and quality specifications
that achieve a competitive advantage, especially in new lands. - Paying attention to studying import prices in each of the competing countries
to preserve the market share of Egypt in the import markets, and accordingly, the importance of price policy in penetration and preservation
of imported markets. - Increasing pomegranate exports in the Russian and Emirati markets due to the large size of these markets and the
small rate of penetration, while preserving the Saudi and Kuwaiti markets.- Providing exporters with information on foreign market
requirements in terms of quantities, specifications and export time, which gives them the characteristic of stability, and establishing an
integrated database on the competing markets for Egypt in exporting the pomegranate crop.
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