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An Economic Study of the Effect of Fish Farming on Plant Production in the New
Land (Case Study of the Route of Al-Salam Canal West of the Suez Canal)

Ibrahim, G. A. M.
Economics studies Department —Desert Research Center
ABSTRACT

Within the framework of the state’s orientations towards the development of the Suez Canal axis and the surrounding
areas west and east of the canal, the most important of which is the rehabilitation of Lake Manzala and the treatment of Bahr
al-Bagar drain water west of the canal. The research aimed to study the economic effects of fish farming in violation of the
plant production in the path of the Salam Canal west of the Suez Canal for both agricultural producers and the state. The
study reached a number of results, the most important of which is the increase in the economic efficiency indicators of plant
production compared to fish farming, in violation of the net farm return, the return on the pound invested, and the monetary
return on the water unit by about 9.83%, 97.14%, and 54.84%, respectively. The negative effects on the state were
represented in a decrease in the net return of the land unit of the area of fish farming and under washing and cultivation by
about 161.06 million pounds annually, and a decrease in the monetary return of the water unit by about 34.6 thousand pounds
annually compared to plant production, in addition to a decrease in job opportunities by about 1.99 million jobs annually
with a return of about 101.6 million pounds.The most important problems of fish farming in violation are the reduction in
the feddan productivity of plant production lands adjacent to fish farming between 5%-20%, increasing competition for
irrigation water due to the higher needs of fish farming compared to plant production, the increase in maintenance and
operating costs of agricultural and water infrastructure works for the longer period of fish farming production than plant
production.The study recommends the need to remove fish farming areas in violation of the path of Al-Salam Canal for the
damage they cause to plant production and the study area, providing areas for fish farming in Lake Manzala that are rented
to individuals in the form of fish cages Intensive production, supporting agricultural producers in the region at guarantee
prices for cotton, corn and rice crops, while activating the contract farming system to increase farm incomes to encourage
fish farming producers to switch to plant production.
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