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A Field Study on the Relationship Between Exposure to the Media and Human
Development of Rural Women in One of the Local Rural Communities in Al-

Buhaira Governorate
Norhan A. Elshikh

Rural Development Department, Faculty of Agriculture, Alexandria University

ABSTRACT

The study aimed to identify the level of human development of rural women and to determine the relationship between the level of the
development and some social, economic characteristics of rural women. The study also aimed to find the relationship between the level of human
development of rural women and their exposure to the media. To achieve these aims, a field studv was conducted in Al-Buhaira aovernorate.
Abu Homs center was chosen because it has the hiahest population. Abu Homs Center contains 31 villages, of which two villages were selected
to Represent the high and low level of Human Development. The study included all female heads of households who are in the fertile period in
the sample’s villages. The number of the sample items was divided among the two villages according to the number of families in each village.
According to the Crijsey and Morgen equation the sample size was determined to be 386 women. To achieve the study, a questionnaire was
desianed and was collected throuah a personal interview. The results showed that the independent variables that have a sianificant relationship to
the dependent variable are the aae of the respondent, the tvpe of familv, the level of education of the husband, the respondent's profession, the
husband’s profession, the membership in non-governmental organizations, the leadership ability, the respondent’s skill level and the level of
geographical openness.The study concluded with the presentation of recommendations to raise the level of human development for rural women.

Keywords: media, human development, rural women.
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