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Farmers’ Visions About the Problem of Land Fragmentation and the
Mechanisms of Consolidation of Fragmented Lands in Menoufia Governorate

Gad, M. G. ; Mona F. Salama ; H. H. El-Basha and Shaimaa M. Naba

Agricultural Research Center, Agricultural Extension & Rural Development Institute

ABSTRACT

This research aimed to identify the causes and effects of land fragmentation problem thereof from farmers’ point of view, importance of
consolidation of fragmented lands, willingness of the farmers to participate in the organization of consolidation of fragmented lands and
to determine the best organizational form to consolidation of fragmented lands. This research was conducted on 225 Smallholder farmers
who own areas less than one acre in Menoufia Governorate, on its nine districts, data were collected during March and April 2022
through a personal interview using a questionnaire, arithmetic mean, frequencies, percentages in tabular presentation were used to
analyze and displaying the results. The most important results of this research were: The most important causes of land fragmentation
were inheritance laws, the population increase, the weakness of agricultural cooperatives and farmers’ organizations. The most important
negative effects caused by the problem of land fragmentation was lost in the area of the agricultural lands, conflict between farmers, and
in the deterioration of soil fertility, and significant increase in irrigation water consumption. The majority of respondents confirmed the
importance of projects, organizations, and cooperatives for the consolidation of fragmented land, and prefer that each farmer keeps his
land and commits to exploiting it by the decisions of the organization or cooperative, The problems of land management by group to
improve fragmented land: differences and conflict between the members, the restriction of the farmers’ freedom to cultivate what suits
them, the problem of the borders between the farmers’ lands.
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