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AN ECONOMIC STUDY FOR DEVELOPING THE INTER-
ARAB TRADE IN CEREALS

Waseef, M. S. H.*; Samia A. A. Ibrahim** and Sh. A. A. Selim
* Agric. Econ. Inst., Agriculture Research Center

** Centeral Lab. of Design and Agriculture Research Center

ABSTRACT

The major aim of this study is studying the arab foreign trade for

cereals, and determine the deficit (or supplies) of its balance of trade.

The results indicated that the total arab import is increasing with about

$6.7 billion the average yearly, and it amounted to $164 million at year 2000.
The arab exports are also increasing, it reached about $169 billion at year
2000, and its rate of increase is almost 2.9% per year.

The results also showed that the intra-regional arab trade still low, but

it reached about 15% in agricultural trade.

The cereal imports of arab countries amounted to 37.1 million ton in

the average during 1995-1999 period. Its value reached to about $7.1 billion
representing about 34.7% from the total arab imports in the same period.
The value of cereal exports in the arab countries can cover about 6.5% from
its value of exports. Serya is the most important exporter of cereals in the
arab countries (67% from the arab cereal exports), while Egypt is coming the
second with 12%. To maximize the net return per hectar, the area of cereals
should be increased by 1%, and the net return per hectar will increase by
14%.
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