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An Economic Study of Loofah Production and Export in Egypt

Raafat, M. |. M.

Agricultural Economics Research Institute - Agricultural Research Center

ABSTRACT

The loofah is considered one of the non-traditional crops whose cultivation gives a lucrative profit, and the cultivated area has increased
as a result of the high net yield with the possibility of growing winter crops such as wheat and alfalfa. In the decline and fluctuation of cultivated
areas at the level of the Republic and Sharkia Governorate, which affects the instability of production and the instability of Egyptian exports
from it. And the most important global markets for loofah. The research relied on the descriptive and quantitative analysis method in analyzing,
interpreting and describing the economic variables and some measures and indicators of the economic efficiency of the production of the
loofah crop and the export efficiency of the loofah. The research also relied on primary and secondary data for a field study that was collected
through a personal interview with loofah farmers in Sharkia Governorate. The results showed that the average area of loofah is about 3168
acres, and the average total production is about 21.5 million earbuds, as the average for the period (2005-2021). The study showed that the
average quantity of loofah exports amounted to about 320 tons, about 15 million pounds. The most important foreign markets are the Lebanese,
Algerian and Greek markets. The study recommends encouraging contractual cultivation of non-traditional and export crops, providing
production requirements at reasonable prices, paying attention to high-priced markets and opening new ones.

Keywords: Sharkia Governorate - loofah crop - efficiency indicators
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