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Farmers’ Knowledge and Implementation of Extension Recommendations to
Control Cercospora Leaf Spot Disease on Sugar Beet in Sidi Salem District, Kafr

El-Sheikh Governorate.
khamis M. S. Y. * and M. A. M. Al Rewany

Department of Agricultural Extension and Rural Sociology, Faculty of Agriculture, Cairo, Al-Azhar University

ABSTRACT

The research mainly aimed to identify the farmers' knowledge degree and implementation of the Extension recommendations to
control Cercospora leaf spot disease in the sugar beet crop in Sidi Salem District, Kafr EI-Sheikh Governorate, as well as the respondents’
information sources about it, the problems they face when controlling the disease, their suggestions to solve these problems, and testing the
correlation between some respondents' independent variables and their knowledge and implementation degrees regarding Extension
recommendations to control the disease. This research was conducted on a random sample of 200 respondents from crop growers in Al-
Balasi and Abu Ahmed villages in Sidi Salem District, with 127 respondents from Al-Balasi and 73 from Abu Ahmed. Data were collected
using a questionnaire through personal interviews with respondents during July and August 2023. Numerical tables with frequencies and
percentages, weighted arithmetic averages, Pearson's correlation coefficients, and chi-square were used for data display and statistical
analysis . The most important results were:The arithmetic averages of respondents' knowledge of disease definition, favorable conditions,
and symptoms were 67.75%, 61.4%, and 64.25%, respectively .The arithmetic averages of respondents' knowledge and implementation of
prevention methods were 60.46% and 59.62%, respectively .The arithmetic averages of respondents' knowledge and implementation of
treatment methods were 48.4% and 44.9%, respectively .The most important information source was the General Agricultural Extension
Director (weighted average2.1 )The main problem was farmers' lack of trust in extension agents and factory engineers (87.5% )The most
important suggestion was conducting awareness seminars for farmers (85%)

Keywords: extension recommendations - farmers - Cercospora leaf spot disease.
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