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Knowledge Gap for Agricultural Extension Workers in Field of Minimizing Loss of Date Crop
in Siwa Oasis

Abdel-Aal, H. E. I. A.and A. A. A. Risha
Agricultural Extension Department, Department of Economic and Social Studies, Desert Research Center

ABSTRACT

The research was done to identify some of the personal and professional characteristics of the respondents involved
at the agricultural extension work in the research area, to identify the level of the knowledge requirements for the
respondents involved in the agricultural extension work in relation to the technical recommendations for minimizing the
waste of date yield at the research area, determine the relationship between the level of the knowledge requirements for
the respondents involved in the Agricultural extension work in terms of the technical recommendations to minimize the
waste of date yield at the research area and the independent variables studied, define the combined effect, and to develop
an action plan proposal for a training program to enhance their knowledge in the field studied .The research was carried
out in Siwa Oasis, where a simple random sample of (58) respondents was selected from the agricultural extension
workers in the area representing 84.1% of their total number according to the Kreigssey and Morgan equation. The data
were collected during November and December 2017 via an interview questionnaire previously prepared and tested. To
analyze the data of this research statistically, the frequency display was used by frequency, percentage, average degree, kai
square and the Chipro coefficient.The study concluded the following major results:Percentage of the respondents of the
low knowledge requirement level concerning the minimizing of the waste date yield reached (29.3 %), the respondents of
the average knowledge requirement was (32.8 %), whereas the respondents of the high knowledge requirement reached
(97.9 %) of the total respondents in field studied.The level of respondents' knowledge pertaining the minimizing of the
waste of date yield had a significant relationship at significance level of 0.01 for the following variables: age, qualification,
experience in the field of agricultural extension, and access to training courses in the field of date palm cultivation, that
had a significant relationship at a significant level of 0.05 for the variables of upbringing and the level of getting in contact
with date palm date growers at the research area. The independent variables studied of significant relationship to the
dependent variable explain about 54.7% of the total variance in the level of respondents' knowledge requirement in
relation to minimizing date yield loss at the research area.A proposal for an action plan for a training program was
developed to enhance respondents' knowledge regarding the technical recommendations for minimizing the loss of date
yield at the research area
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