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An Economic Study of Egyptian Imports of Tea

Asmaa A. A. A. Abu Qamar

Department of Agricultural Economics - Faculty of Agriculture —Ain Shams University,

ABSTRACT

Tea is considered an essential drink for most Egyptians, and since tea is not grown in Egypt, Egypt relies entirely on importing it from
foreign markets, which indicates a continuous increase in the value of Egypt’s tea imports due to the continuous increase in the population in
Egypt, and due to rising prices due to inflation. The research aims to reduce the value of Egyptian tea imports by identifying the most important
foreign markets from which Egypt imports tea, making an optimal distribution of Egypt’s tea imports using linear programming, and trying to
develop solutions that help achieve the objectives of the study, which helps improve the status of the Egyptian agricultural trade balance, which
He suffers from a persistent disability. The research concluded that Egypt ranked sixth in the world according to the average value of tea
imports during the period (2019-2023), with an import value of about 277.2 million. While Egypt ranked fifth in the world in terms of the
amount of tea imports, the average amount of Egypt’s tea imports during the same period reached 91 thousand tons. Kenya is considered the
most important market from which Egypt imports tea, as the average value and quantity of Egypt’s tea imports from Kenya during the period
(2019-2023) reached about $243.4 million, 83.8 thousand tons, respectively, representing about 87.8% and 92.1% of the average value and
quantity of imports. Egypt of tea during the same period. One of the most important recommendations proposed by the study to reduce the
value of Egyptian tea imports is an attempt to apply the second and third models proposed for linear programming to reduce the value of
Egyptian tea imports from the global market. Research centers have carried out many experiments to grow tea varieties that are suitable for the
Egyptian environment, in an attempt to produce tea in Egypt so as not to rely entirely on importing it from the global market.

Keywords: Imports - Foreign markets — Minimizing Import value- Optimal distribution of imports - Linear Programming Model
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