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An Economic Study of Food Security in the Arab World

Asmaa A. A. A. Abu Qamar and O. A. M. Ali

Department of Agricultural Economics - Faculty of Agriculture — Ain Shams University, P.O. Box 68-11241 Hadayek Shubra - Cairo — Egypt
ABSTRACT

The issue of Arab food security is considered one of the most important issues facing the Arab world, because of its direct effects on the
political and economic conditions of the Arab world. Therefore, the research aims to identify the situation of food security in the Arab world, in
order to reach solutions and recommendations that help solve the problem of food security in the Arab world. The study reached a number of
results that the quantity and value of the Arab world’s exports from the main food commodity groups represent about 17.7% and 30.9%,
respectively, of the quantity and value of the Arab world’s imports from the main food commodity groups during the period (2018-2022). The
Avrab world's exports of the main food groups are approximately 6 times the amount of the Arab world's exports of the main food groups. The
study also showed that the Arab world has not achieved self-sufficiency in most of the major food commodity groups, especially sugar, oils and
grease, grains, and legumes. Estimating the food production model for the Arab world showed that the food price index for the Arab world, the
value of the Arab world’s imports of the main food groups, the value of the Arab world’s exports of the main food groups, the average per capita
share of agricultural output for the Arab world, and Food support index have a significant impact on the food production index. For the Arab
world. The study recommends trying to increase the Arab countries’ production of the main food groups in general, and of grains, sugar, oils and
fats in particular, given the low rate of self-sufficiency of the Arab world in these food groups compared to the rest of the food groups, instead of
relying on increasing the amount of imports to reduce The size of the nutritional gap among those groups. Which helps to reduce the food gap,
and thus improve the nutritional, economic and social situation of the Arab world and achieve integration between Arab countries.

Keywords: quantity available for consumption - food gap - self-sufficiency rate - food production model
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