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Zahran, Y. A. ; M. M. A. Abd EL-Magieed and S.A. Haska
Agriultural Extension and Rural Society Dept., Faculty of Agriculture, University of Mansoura.

ABSTRACT

The current study is mainly aimed at identifying the training needs of agricultural extension specialist,
agricultural extension needs of respondents in the central region of the Republic of Iraq, and that by identifying: 1.
Knowledge training needs for agricultural extension specialist in central region of Iraq. 2. Skill training needs for
agricultural extension specialist in central region of Iraq. 3. Extension knowledge needs of farmers respondents in
the central region of Iraq. 4. Application extension needs of farmers respondents in the central region of Iraq. This
study was conducted in some parts of the central region of the Republic of Iraq including (8) governorates
(Baghdad- Salah al-Din -Diyala-Anbar-Najaf-Karbala-Babylon-Wasit). The study has addressed two main
categories, extension agents and agricultural workers employed in extension departments in the governorates of
central region, where a random sample of agricultural workers was selected representing (40%) of the total
extension agents in (3) governorates (Baghdad-Karbala-Diyala). Also a proportional stratified random sample of
extension agents representing (50%) of the total extension agents in the region and amounted (65) agricultural
extension agents. Aalso a random sample of tomatoes and oranges growers were selected, where the total number of
interviewees farmers was (120) representing 1% of the total number of tomato and orange growers in the study area.
The field data were collected by using a personal interview questionnaire. Field data collection took two months
starting from mid February 2016 and ended in mid-April 2016. Percentages, frequencies, arithmetic mean, the
relative weight, range, standard deviation, and coefficient of variation% to describe research variables and draw
conclusions for the field study. The study has reached a number of resultsm which can be displayed as follows:1-
There is a below moderate knowledge and skills training needs of the extension specialists interviewed in the
centeral region of Iraq were estimated by 31.3% and 28.2% respectively. 2-There is a high knowledge extension
needs for tomatoes and orange growers interviwed in the central region was estimated by 62.0% and 61.8%
rspectvely.3- There is a low application extension needs for tomatoes growers and a high extension needs for orange
growers interviwed in the central region was estimated by 32.0% and 66.2% rspectvely.
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