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Some Factors Affecting the Rural People Participation in the Rural Development Programs
and Projects in Some Villages of El-Gharbia Governorate (Model: Water Management
Improvement Project)
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Researcher, Department of Rural Community Research, Agricultural Extension & Rural Development
Research Institute, Agricultural Research Center.

ABSTRACT

Great deals of research effort in the field of rural projects development were applied in recent times. The majority of these
efforts tend to study the factors that affect the participation of rural people in the programs and projects of rural development. In
this context, this study aimed to determine the participation level of rural people in the Water Management Improvement Project
(WMIP), to identifying the relationship between the degree of respondents' participation in WMIP and their socioeconomic
characteristics, also identifying the kind of their participation in this project, in addition to, identifying the motives for their
participation, identifying the obstacles that prevent their participation, and their attitude in solving to activating their participation
in WMIP. This research was implemented in three villages from three different districts of Gharbia Governorate; the systematic
random sample was involved two hundred and eighty respondents (280). The data were collected using a questionnaire by
personal interview during January 2016. Frequencies, percentages, alpha coefficient, and simple correlation analysis were used as
statistical techniques. The results revealed a low level of participation in the WMIP (32.1%) and most implementation among the
respondents are the participation in collective action or personal effort (73.2%), solving the differences between farmers which
about implementation of the project(66.1%), then the participation by equipments, machineries or materials(51.8%), and the
collecting donations from the people(50%). In addition, the results indicate that there are positive significant relationships
between the respondent's participation degree in WMIP and the following socioeconomic characteristics: the degree of
leadership, training to awareness of the importance of development, family upbringing, satisfaction with the local community,
and a sense of belonging to the community; while the results showing a negative significant relationship between the
respondent's participation degree in WMIP and the family size. The important motivations of respondent's participation in WMIP
were: the experience and previous knowledge in this work and gain new experiences. The most important obstacles to participate
in WMIP were that planned project in the past without the knowledge of the people in rural area and the lack of awareness of the
importance of the project. The respondents mentioned that the important attitudes in solving activating their participation were:
the necessity to raise awareness of the importance of these projects by all media kind and create communication channels
between rural people and institutions that working on development projects to activate them to participate in the same projects.
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