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Participation of Youth Centers Members in Rural Environment Conservation in Sohag
Governorate

Khedr, F. H. ; M. Sh. Kandil; G. M. A. AlShaer and M. A. I. Abdul Hady
Department of Agricultural Extension and Rural Society- Faculty of Agriculture- Cairo—Al Azhar University.

ABSTRACT

The research aimed to determine the followings:- Youth centers members participation in environment
conservation activities which have been done by their youth centers.Obstacles of their participation.Their
suggestions to increase their degree of participation.Research was done on 260 members taken from six youth
centers which have the largest number of membership in Sohag governorate. Data were collected by interview
schedule during January and February 2016 and were analyzed by using tabulation schedule, percentage , average
degree.Results were as follows:-A little less than four — fifths of the respondents fall in the age group (18-29) years,
majority of them have university or medium education, more than two thirds were single, nearly three fourth of them
live in small or medium sized families, more than two thirds of them are workless, nearly three fourth of them are
not members in any other organization, and nearly two thirds are landless.Their average degree of participation in
rural environment conservation activities, which were done by their youth centers was low.The most important
obstacles to participation are the followings:-Lack of resources which are needed to raise people awareness about
the side effects of environment pollution, lack of suitable buildings for making meetings to acknowledge the
importance of participation in environment preserving activities, lack of time for the members, and limiting their
leisure time for sporting activities only, not clearing the objective of the activity, and finally the lack of diverting of
youth centers activities.The most important proposals were as followings:-Preparing courses to increase awareness
of youth centers directors about the importance of preserving the rural environment, providing the centers by the
facilities which are necessary for implementing their undertaken projects, and increasing the number and diversity
of activities which are suitable to the wishes and time of the members. The research ended by some proposals to
increase the youth centers members participation degree in environment preserving activities undertaken by their
youth centers .
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