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ABSTRACT

The research was conducted to compare virtual communities of practice (VCoP) at governorate and village levels to detect which
level is more suitable for application. Therefore, the study compared three VVCoPs formed in Dakahlia, Sharkia, and Kafr EI-Sheikh
governorates and two VVCoPs formed in Mit Habib and Mit Haml villages in Sharkia Governorate. The study objectives were to: identify the
categories of VCoP participants at both levels; identify the media types used, identify message types used; identify message objectives, and
determine the differences between the number of technical messages and social messages in the VCoPs at the governorate and village levels.
VCoPs were established under the National Wheat Campaign for the 2022-2023 season and used WhatsApp application for communication.
The main results were-: The categories of participants in the villages were similar to those in the governorates, yet farmers in the villages and
Sharkia were high, but extension workers were the highest in Dakahlia and Kafr EI-Sheikh-. Technical messages uploaded by farmers and
extension workers in the governorates were almost the same, but farmers were higher in the villages-. Social messages uploaded by extension
workers at the governorates were higher than farmers', while farmers were higher in the villages-. In the governorates, questions were answered
by researchers and extension workers, while in the villages, they were answered by extension workers.-There was no significant difference
between the number of technical messages and the number of social messages in the governorates and villages.
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