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Extension and Training Needs for Maize Farmers in the Field of Identifying
Spodoptera Frugiperda and Methods of Combating it in some Villages of Dakahlia
Governorate

Mona E. M. Abd Elnabi! and W. G. A. S. A. Rakha?

IExtension Programs Research Department, Agricultural Extension and Rural Development Research Institute, Agricultural Research Center, Egypt.
ZExtension Methods and Aids Department - Agricultural Extension and Rural Development Research Institute - Agricultural Research Center — Egypt

ABSTRACT

The research aimed to identify the Spodoptera frugiperda and methods of controlling it, the research was conducted in Dakahlia
Govemorate, and identifying the two largest villages in Belqas Center in, and data were collected through personal interviews using a questionnaire
form for a simple random sample of 310 farmers. In August and September 2024, and frequencies, percentages, range, percent complement, and
Pearson's simple correlation coefficient were used as tools for statistical analysis, and 79.4% of farmers do not know the name of the Spodoptera
frugiperda, and the severe infestation rate of the insect over the past two years reached 96.8%, Which prompted farmers to use pesticides by 66.8%
to combat the insect.There is a significant direct relationship at the 0.01 level between the degrees of farmers’ information about their methods of
controlling the Spodoptera frugiperda and each of the independent variables (years of experience, age) and here is an inverse relationship at the
0.01 level between the degree of information of farmers surveyed about methods of controlling it, and the average production of silage per acre. The
most important sources of information that farmers (pesticide dealers, the Internet, an agricultural engineer affiliated with private pesticide
companies, and a university professor) and 23.3% of farmers were exposed to seminars by private pesticide and seed companies, 8.7% of them
received guidance bulletins from the company producing the comn varieties. The most important problems facing farmers were as follows: lack of
information among farmers surveyed about combating the Spodoptera frugiperda, lack of pesticides in cooperatives, and high pesticide prices.
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