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The Role of Rural Women in Achieving Sustainable Water Security Two Villages in

Kafr El-Sheikh Governorate

Rabab Selim Elserafy”; Shimaa Abdel Mageed Abd Allah El-Kholy and Rash Mohmoud Assy

Agricultural Research and Rural Development Extension Institute, Agricultural Research Center, Giza, Egypt

ABSTRACT

The study aimed to examine the role of rural women in achieving sustainable water security in two villages in Kafr El-Sheikh Govemorate. It
focused on assessing the performance level of the surveyed women in fulfilling their roles regarding two dimensions of water security: quantitative and
qualitative, both at the household and field levels. The study also sought to identify some characteristics of the rural women in the research area, examine
the differences between their performance in the quantitative and qualitative dimensions, and finally, propose a framework for an extension program
based on the study’s findings. The research was conducted in the villages of Kafr Al-Mashareqga and Qurajah, selected randomly. The sample consisted
of 302 women, chosen using a systematic random sampling method according to the population proportion of each village, representing 21.3% of the
total target population. Data collection took place during September and October 2024 through a structured questionnaire administered via personal
interviews. The main findings were as follows:Regarding the overall role of rural women in sustainable water security, 58.9% had a moderate level of
performance, while 18.9% had a high level and 22.2% had a low level.For the first dimension (quantitative water security), 57.3% showed moderate
performance, while about one-third (34.4%) had a low level.For the second dimension (qualitative water security), nearly two-thirds (67.2%)
demonstrated a moderate level of performance.A statistically significant difference was found between the average performance in the quantitative and
qualitative dimensions, with the quantitative performance being higher.

Keywords: Sustainable Water Security, Quantitative Water Security, Qualitative Water Security, Domestic Roles, Field Roles, Rural women.
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