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FARMERS KNOWLEDGE LEVEL IN THE FIELD OF
CONTRACT FARMING OF POTATOES AND ARTICHOKE
CROPS AT KOME HAMADA&KAFER EL-DAWAR IN
BEHEIRA GOVERNORATE

Al Ghazali, M. M. and A. M. Rageh

Agric. Extension and Rural Development Res. Inst., Agric. Res. Centre,
Giza, Egypt.

ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research are: identify respondents' knowledge level
concerning contract farming of Potatoes and artichoke crops, identify
correlation between their degree of knowledge as dependant variable and
some variables, identify the differences between the mean scores of
knowledge concerning contract farming of potatoes and artichoke crops
growers and, identify respondents knowledge sources concerning contract
farming, in addition to develop suggestion frame concerning agricultural
extension work in the field of contract farming for horticultural crops.

The research was conducted on two equal random samples each
amounted to 60 respondents the first one of potatoes growers in Khom-
Hamada districts and the second one of artichoke growers in Kafr-El-Dawar
districts.
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Data were collected using a questionnaire during July and August 2012,
Frequencies, percentage, arithmetic means, standard deviation, simple
correlation coefficient, and analyses data statistically.

The most important results are: the major of Potatoes growers
respondents (13.4%) with low and moderate. Knowledge level concerning
potatoes contract farming, and 26.6% of them with high level. 20% of them
didn’t know the nature and importance of contract farming, 91.2% of them
know that the timing contract is before harvest while 14.6% of them don’t
know contract farms, most of respondents' potatoes growers know
wholesaler, agricultural cooperative association, vegetables and fruits
marketing association, and export companies to contract where say that
17.1%, 39%, 24.4%, and 19.5% of them respectively. And 35.4% of them
don’t know services provided by contractors with them. As for artichoke
grower's respondents: More them two thirds of respondents (71.7%) with low
and moderate knowledge level concerning potatoes contract farming, and
those who know what contract farming accounted for 61.7%, all artichoke
grower's respondents know the importance of contracting to sell artichoke
crop contract timing, and contractors.

61.7% know that the contract be after harvest, 81.1% know wholesaler to
contract with, 81.1% of artichoke grower's respondents know contract farms
but don't know contract items, 67.6% know the services provided to contract
farmer. There are significant positive relationships at 0.01 levels between
respondents' knowledge degree of potatoes contract farming as dependant
variable and each of degree of participation in agricultural extension activities,
degree of exposure to agricultural information sources and degree of
communication of change agents. While there are a significant positive
relationships at 0.05 levels between the studied independent variable and
attitudes towards agricultural extension, as independent variable, while there
are insignificant relationships with the test of the studied independent
variables.

The results revealed that there is a significant relationship at 0.01 levels
between respondents' knowledge degree of artichoke contract farming as
dependant variable and each of degree. Leadership degree, attitudes
towards agricultural extension, and degree of exposure to agricultural
information sources as independent variables while there are insignificant
relationships with the test of the studied independent variables.

The results revealed that knowledge degree means concerning archokoke
growers respondents in each of contract farms, the importance of contract
farms, Contractors' farms, contract items, and the services provided to
contractor farmers are more than knowledge degree means of potatoes
growers respondents where t values are 2.18, 3.77, 2.97, 8.08 they are
significant at 0.05&0.01 respectively. the respondents important sources of
information about potatoes and artichoke contract farming are family and
neighbors, wholesale markets where said that 54.2%, and 52.5% of the
respondents respectively, while declining the role of each of the agricultural
cooperative Association, agricultural extension agent, and export companies
to 24.2%, 17.5%, and 10.8% of the respondents respectively.
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According results of study could be conceived proposal suggestion for
extension marketing to raise the farmers' level of knowledge concerning
contract farming.
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