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ABSTRACT

This study was devoted to identify the knowledge of potato
growers concerning the practices that limit the spread of brown rot
disease, as well as, the relationship between the degree of knowledge
of farmers with the practices that limit the spread of brown rot disease
and some of the studied independent variables, also to identify
constraints faced by potato growers in the implementations of
practices that limit the spread of the disease in the research area. The
research was conducted in El-Behira governorate for being one of the
largest governorates in the potato cultivated area. Kom Hamada
district has been chosen as it was one of the districts where the
disease was spread, with the same standard the two biggest villages
were chosen, Saft EI-Enab and El-Negila villages. The sample was
amounted of 190 respondents which was drawn from the sheets of
potato growers in the agricultural co-operative society in each village.
Data were collected through personal interview by a questionnaire
designed for that. Range, frequencies, percentage, arithmetic
averages, and simple correlation coefficient were used for
representing and analyzing the data, statistically.

The major findings of the study could be summarized as follows:

- The degree of knowledge of potato growers practices that limit the
spread of brown rot disease was low in each: the practices
concerning the surface of land before planting, preparing
developing seeds, and fertilizing.

- The degree of knowledge of potato growers practices that limit the
spread of brown rot disease was moderate the practices
concerning the varieties of potato, purchasing seeds sowing date,
and hoeing.

- The degree of knowledge of potato growers practices that limit the
spread of brown rot disease was high the practices concerning the
crop grown before planting the potato and the irrigation.

- There was a positive significant relationship at the level of 0.01
between the degree of knowledge of farmers concerning the
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practices that limit the spread of brown rot disease and the degree
of knowledge of the brown rot disease symptoms.

- There was a positive significant relationship at the level of 0.05
between the  degree of knowledge of farmers concerning the
practices that limit the spread of brown rot disease and the degree
of knowing the damage caused by the brown rot.

- The results showed the presence of eleven constraints facing
farmers in the implementation of practices that limit the spread of
brown rot disease. The most important constraints were: the
absence of agricultural rotation, importing seeds infected with
brown rot, and the lack of knowledge and information about the
brown rot disease, and fragmentation of land tenure and the lack of
potato varieties resistant to brown rot disease.
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