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KNOWLEDGE LEVEL OF USING THE VIRTUAL EXTENSION
AND RESEARCH COMMUNICATION NETWORK (VERCON)
AMONG AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION WORKERS IN SOME
DISTRICTS OF EL- BEHEIRA GOVERNORATE

El-Sharbatly, Souzan I.
Agric. Economics Dept., Fac. Agric. (Saba Basha), Alexandria University

ABSTRACT

The main objective of this research was to study knowledge level of
using the virtual extension and research communication network (VERCON),
among agricultural extension workers in some districts of El-Beheira
governorate. A questionnaire through personal interviews was used to collect
data from (117) respondents from three districts; Kafr eldawar, Abou homous,
and Damanhour which use (VERCON) system. Simple correlation coefficient
(Person), Chi square, frequencies, and percentages were used to analyze
research data.

The results showed that about half of respondents (48.7%) have low
knowledge level of (VERCON) concept, about (65.8%) of respondents have
moderate knowledge level of (VERCON) objectives, while more than half of
respondents (54.7%) have low knowledge level of (VERCON) fields, about
(46.2%) of respondents have moderate knowledge level of (VERCON)
advantages, and most of respondents (79.5%) have low and moderate
knowledge level of (VERCON) concept, objectives, fields, and advantages.
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The results also yielded that the most important problems of using
(VERCON) in extension work are as follows: respondents need high level of
education and ftraining, shortage of extension leaders interest with the
importance of (VERCON), lack of (VERCON) workers incentives, inadequate
of conducting training programs for agricultural extension workers, computer
and internet illiteracy among agricultural extension workers, and using
(VERCON) in small number of villages.

Simple correlation analysis showed that the only statistical significant
variable related to knowledge level of respondents was number of knowledge
sources of agricultural extension workers in (VERCON).
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