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ABSTRACT

Sharkia governorate is the third biggest governorate in terms of
population size after Cairo and Giza governorates. The population size of
Sharkia reached to 5.3 million persons in (2006) with an average annual
growth of 2.24% during the last years. Also Sharkia governorate has a large
area of desert extension that may be used to overcome the population
distribution. Besides, Sharkia governorate includes new industrial cities such
as 10" of Ramadan city that may generate new job opportunities that
improve the economic and social characteristics of population.

The main objectives of the study were as following:

1. To assess the differences between Sharkia governorate and Egypt in
terms of population distribution, population change, and population
characteristics in the last three censuses.

2. To assess the variation of Sharkia population due to census and district.

3. To explore peoples perceptions of population issues and their suggestions
to deal with them.
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The study procedures: The study was based on secondary data from,
the Central Agency for Public Mobilization and Statistics, and Center for
Information and Support for Decision-Making in Sharkia. Additional primary
data were collected through five focus groups discussion.

The results of the study may be summarized as follows:

1. There has been a sight increase of the percentage of rural population in
Egypt from 1986 to 2006. But there has been a sight decrease of the
percentage of rural population in Sharkia during the same period.

2. The natural population increase rate and the average family size in
Sharkia have been similar to those of Egypt.

3. Sharkia governorate and Egypt have comparable sex ratios.

4. There were significant differences among Sharkia districts with respect to
population size, rural population size, urban population size, male
population, female population and crude fertility rate.

5. The were significant differences among censuses with respect to
population size, rural population size, urban population size, male
population size, female population size, crude fertility rate, mortality rate
and infant mortality rate.

6. Focus groups showed that participants have relevant perception of the
population issues and suggestions to deal with them. Several
recommendation were formulated in view of the results.
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