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EXTENSION NEEDS FOR TOMATO FARMERS IN THE FIELD
OF IDENTIFYING DISEASES SYMPTOMS AND
DISTINGUISHING AMONG THEM AT SOME VILLAGES IN
DAKAHLIA GOVERNORATE.
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ABSTRACT

This study was designed primarily to identify the level of respondent
farmers ability to identify the various diseases that affect tomato crops, it also
targeted to identify the current level of knowledge of respondent farmers in
the area of identifying the symptoms of the most common diseases which
affect crop of tomatoes and their control, and finally the study aimed to
identify the extension needs of respondent farmers in the area of identifying
the diseases which affect tomato crop and methods of control.

This study was carried out in Belgass and EL-Sanblawin districts in
Dakahliya as they are the largest districts in terms of area planted with
tomatoes in the summer and winter season respectively. Two villages were
selected from Belgass district: EL-Sammar and AL-Ghannamh. Also,
Shubrah Hoor village was selected from EL-Sanblawin district as they are the
largest villages in the two districts in term of area planted with tomatoes. The
data were collected by using personal interview questionnaire to a simple
random sample of the study area tomato growers consists of 113 farmers
during the period from early October 2008 until late December 2008.
Percentages, frequencies, arithmetic mean, and the relative weight were
used as tools for statistical analysis and draw conclusions of the study.

The study found a number of most important results:

1- The study results showed the weak levels of sample farmers' ability to
identify each of the fungal diseases, viral and bacterial diseases, and
average level of their ability to identify the physiological diseases. The
study revealed that the diseases of Potato y Virus, Bacterial Spot, and
Chilling Injury occupied very low ranks in terms of the ability of farmers’
respondents to identify them, as defined by 1.8%, 2.7%, and 0.9% of the
farmers' respondents respectively.

2- The results showed that nearly one third of farmers sample (30.2%) did
not recognize any of the symptoms of diseases studied, while (4.1%) of
them only are able to identify all symptoms of disease studied.

3- The results also indicated that the vast majority of farmers sample did not
recognize the name of the appropriate pesticide, or the proper
concentration of it, or the number of sprays required for controlling
diseases studied in the tomato crop, where the percentage of these
farmers were 89.8%, 96.6%, and 95.6 % respectively.

4- The results of the study showed the average level of extension
educational needs of farmers sample in the area of identifying tomato
crop diseases, with an average of extension educational need of 64.7.
The results also showed the high level of extension educational needs of
farmers' respondents in relation to identifying the appropriate chemical
pesticide to control the diseases of tomato crop, with an average of 89.8.
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Also, the results showed the high level extension educational needs of
farmers' respondents in relation to identifying the proper concentration of
the proper chemical pesticide to control the diseases of tomato crop, with
an average of 96.6. Finally, the results of the study showed the high level
extension educational needs of farmers' respondents in relation to
identifying the number of chemical pesticide sprays required to control
the diseases of tomato crop, with an average of 95.6.
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