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ABSTRACT

Wheat is considered one of the most important food crops in Egypt,
but although the increase in the cultivated area and productivity of wheat,
Egypt still depends on import to cover the gap between production and
consumption.

The main research problem of this study came from the increase in
import bill of wheat in the Egyptian market lead to increase distortion in the
commercial balance.

So the research objective of the study stands on how to reallocate the
imports of wheat from the exporting countries at optimum level, that
guarantee minimization of the value of wheat bill imports.

Methodology of the study depended on linear programming technique,
and the data were collected to cover the period (2000-2004).

The study indicated that, the average quantities imported from wheat
from American countries, Australia, European countries, Asian countries, and
Arabic countries were about 1056.6, 359.8, 406.7, 225.6, 43.7 thousand tons,
represent about 50.5%, 17.2%, 19.4%, 10.8%, 2.1% from the average import
quantities during the period (2000-2004).

Results of the study indicated that, the quantities imported from wheat
in the year 2004 reached about 4363.5 thousand tons, from 16 countries
subject to the estimated model of linear programming that aimed minimization
the value of wheat imports in the year 2004.

The results of linear programming model showed that, the total
indicated value of wheat imports was about 4383.4 million Egyptian pounds,
that is less than the total actual value by about 126.1 million Egyptian pounds,
so that Egypt can save about 2.80% from the actual total value of wheat
imports that reached about 4509.5 million Egyptian pounds.

Finally, the study recommended by reallocation the geographical
distribution of wheat imports from the world market.
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