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Economics of Consumer Behavior for Fresh and Processed Food Commodities and its Alternatives
(Case Study in Damanhour, El- Beheira Governorate)

Fayrouz A. A. Ahmed'” and Doaa H. I. Mahmoud?

! Department of Economics and Agricultural Extension and Rural Development, Faculty of Agriculture, Damanhour University.
2 Department of Economics and Agribusiness, Faculty of Agriculture, Alexandria University.

ABSTRACT

The research aims to study the determinants of consumer behavior towards fresh and processed food commodities and
its alternatives . The results of estimating the growth rates of the most important manufactured goods during the period 2004-
2016 showed that all the estimated functions of processed food commodities have taken a general upward trend statistically, as
the annual growth rate of the most consumed dairy products, which are white cheese, cooked cheese and yogurt, is about 12.4
%, 9.4%, 7, The annual growth rate of preserved vegetables was about 16.2%. As for dry pulses, while the annual growth rate of
preserved fruit was about 10.5%. As for fish, canned fish and smoked fish, the annual growth rate is about 9.2%, and 13.2%.
Meanwhile, the pasteurized milk, frozen vegetables and tomato sauce did not prove significant. It was also clear that the factors
determining of the consumer’s behavior are represented in the individual income, the price of the commodity under study, the
prices of alternative commodities, a dummy variable that expresses the consumer’s taste, and a dummy variable that reflects the
effect of home-raising for Poultry and Milk production cattle, fresh milk and processed dairy, and a dummy variable expressing
the effect of field cultivation of vegetables and fruits on the amount consumed in the sample of countryside, most of these factors
have proved significant on the amount consumed of fresh food commodities, and Manufactured at the level of significance
0,01,05.

Keywords: consumer behavior - processed food commodities - fresh food commodities
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