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Factors Affecting the Attitudes of Farmers towards the Economics of Expanding
Barley Crop in South Sinai Governorate
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'Economic Studies Department, Desert Research Center
2Extension Department, Desert Research Center

ABSTRACT

The research aimed Study of Factors Affecting the Attitudes of Farmers towards the Economics of Expanding
Barley Crop in South Sinai Governorate. In order to achieve this general goal, the research used both of descriptive and
quantitative analytical methods alike. The research was conducted at Ras Sidr region in South Sinai Governorate, which
has the first rank in barley growing in comparison to the rest of regions in South Sinai. The area of barley in Ras Sidr
represents about 87.6% of the total area of barley in South Sinai .The sample of the study was chosen from the two
villages of Suwaira and Wadi Sidr equally. The number of the sample amounted 50 farmers, which represents 25% of the
total number of the respondents. The results of studying the barley productivity indicators at the level of the Republic and
South Sinai during the period (2003-2017) indicated an obvious decrease in the area and production of barley at the level
of the Republic during that period, while it was found that there is a high increase in the area and production of barley in
South Sinai during the same period. The statistical significance of the estimated time trends for all indicators included in
the study was also proven. The study indicated that the average for the degree of farmers' attitudes towards expanding
barley growing in the sample of the study amounted to about 4.02, which indicates a high tendency towards barley
growing in South Sinai. The study showed that the most important determinants for the degree of farmers’ attitude towards
the expansion of growing barley in South Sinai are the dependence degree on barley in animal feeding, the experience
period in agricultural work, and the dependence degree on barley in family food. The results indicated that these three
independent variables are responsible for about 78% from the changes that occurred in the degree of farmers’ attitude
towards the expansion of growing barley in the research sample. Finally, the research provided several recommendations
that might help in improving and enhancing the degree of farmers’ attitude towards the expansion of growing barley
during the coming years.
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